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serious games provides a thorough exploration of the claim that playing games can provide learning that is deep sustained and transferable

to the real world serious games is defined herein as any form of interactive computer based game software for one or multiple players to

be used on any platform and that has been developed to provide more than entertainment to players with this volume the editors address

the gap in exisiting scholarship on gaming providing an academic overview on the mechanisms and effects of serious games contributors

investigate the psychological mechanisms that take place not only during gaming but also in game selection persistent play and gaming

impact the work in this collection focuses on the desirable outcomes of digital game play the editors distinguish between three possible

effects learning development and change covering a broad range of serious games potential impact contributions from internationally

recognized scholars focus on five objectives define the area of serious games elaborate on the underlying theories that explain suggested

psychological mechanisms elicited through serious game play addressing cognitive affective and social processes summarize the empirical

evidence on the effectiveness of serious games introduce innovative research methods as a response to methodological challenges imposed

through interactive media discuss the possibilities and limitations of selected applications for educational purposes anchored primarily in

social science research the reader will be introduced to approaches that focus on the gaming process and the users experiences additional
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perspectives will be provided in the concluding chapters written from non social science approaches by experts in academic game design

and representatives of the gaming industry the editors acknowledge the necessity for a broader interdisciplinary study of the phenomena

and work to overcome the methodological divide in games research to look ahead to a more integrated and interdisciplinary study of digital

games this timely and singular volume will appeal to scholars researchers and graduate students working in media entertainment and game

studies in the areas of education media communication and psychology

in recent years there has been growing interest in the use of digital games to enhance teaching and learning at all educational levels from

early years through to lifelong learning in formal and informal settings the study of games and learning however takes a broader view of

the relationship between games and learning and has a diverse multi disciplinary background digital games and learning research and

theory provides a clear and concise critical theoretical overview of the field of digital games and learning from a cross disciplinary

perspective taking into account research and theory from areas as varied as computer science psychology education neuroscience and game

design this book aims to synthesise work that is relevant to the study of games and learning it focuses on four aspects of digital games

games as active learning environments games as motivational tools games as playgrounds and games as learning technologies and explores

each of these areas in detail this book is an essential guide for researchers designers teachers practitioners and policy makers who want to

better understand the relationship between games and learning

annotation an introduction to game studies is the first introductory textbook for students of game studies it provides a conceptual overview

of the cultural social and economic significance of computer and video games and traces the history of game culture and the emergence of

game studies as a field of research key concepts and theories are illustrated with discussion of games taken from different historical phases

of game culture progressing from the simple yet engaging gameplay of pong and text based adventure games to the complex virtual worlds

of contemporary online games the book guides students towards analytical appreciation and critical engagement with gaming and game

studies students will learn to understand and analyse different aspects of phenomena we recognise as game and play identify the key

developments in digital game design through discussion of action in games of the 1970s fiction and adventure in games of the 1980s three

dimensionality in games of the 1990s and social aspects of gameplay in contemporary online games understand games as dynamic systems

of meaning making interpret the context of games as culture and subculture analyse the relationship between technology and interactivity

and between game and reality situate games within the context of digital culture and the information society with further reading

suggestions images exercises online resources and a whole chapter devoted to preparing students to do their own game studies project an

introduction to game studies is the complete toolkit for all students pursuing the study of games the companion website at sagepub co uk

mayra contains slides and assignments that are suitable for self study as well as for classroom use students will also benefit from online

resources at gamestudiesbook net which will be regularly blogged and updated by the author professor frans myr is a professor of games

studies and digital culture at the hypermedia laboratory in the university of tampere finland

this accessible textbook gives students the tools they need to analyze games using strategies borrowed from textual analysis as the field of

game studies grows videogame writing is evolving from the mere evaluation of gameplay graphics sound and replayablity to more
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reflective writing that manages to convey the complexity of a game and the way it is played in a cultural context clara fernández vara s

concise primer provides readers with instruction on the basic building blocks of game analysis examination of context content and

reception and formal qualities as well as the vocabulary necessary for talking about videogames distinguishing characteristics examples are

drawn from a range of games both digital and non digital from portaland world of warcraftto monopoly and the book provides a variety of

exercises and sample analyses as well as a comprehensive ludography and glossary in this second edition of the popular textbook fernández

vara brings the book firmly up to date pulling in fresh examples from ground breaking new works in this dynamic field introduction to

game analysisremains a unique practical tool for students who want to become more fluent writers and critics not only of videogames but

also of digital media overall ssary in this second edition of the popular textbook fernández vara brings the book firmly up to date pulling in

fresh examples from ground breaking new works in this dynamic field introduction to game analysisremains a unique practical tool for

students who want to become more fluent writers and critics not only of videogames but also of digital media overall

a comprehensive introduction to the latest research and theory on learning and instruction with computer games this book offers a

comprehensive introduction to the latest research on learning and instruction with computer games unlike other books on the topic which

emphasize game development or best  practices handbook of game based learning is based on empirical  findings and grounded in

psychological and learning sciences theory the contributors all leading researchers in the field offer a range of perspectives including

cognitive motivational affective and sociocultural they explore research on whether and how computer games can help students learn

educational content and academic skills which game features including feedback incentives adaptivity narrative theme and game mechanics

can improve the instructional effectiveness of these games and applications including games for learning in stem disciplines for training

cognitive skills for workforce learning and for assessment the handbook offers an indispensable reference both for readers with practical

interests in designing or selecting effective game based learning environments and for scholars who conduct or evaluate research in the

field it can also be used in courses related to play cognition motivation affect instruction and technology contributors roger azevedo ryan s

baker daphne bavelier amanda e bradbury ruth c clark michele d dickey hamadi henderson bruce d homer fengfeng ke younsu kim charles

e kinzer eric klopfer james c lester kristina loderer richard e mayer bradford w mott nicholas v mudrick brian nelson frank nguyen v

elizabeth owen shashank pawar reinhard pekrun jan l plass charles raffale jonathon reinhardt c scott rigby jonathan p rowe richard m ryan

ruth n schwartz quinnipiac valerie j shute randall d spain constance steinkuehler frankie tam michelle taub meredith thompson steven l

thorne a m tsaasan

an introduction to game studies is the first introductory textbook for students of game studies it provides a conceptual overview of the

cultural social and economic significance of computer and video games and traces the history of game culture and the emergence of game

studies as a field of research key concepts and theories are illustrated with discussion of games taken from different historical phases of

game culture progressing from the simple yet engaging gameplay of pong and text based adventure games to the complex virtual worlds of

contemporary online games the book guides students towards analytical appreciation and critical engagement with gaming and game

studies students will learn to understand and analyse different aspects of phenomena we recognise as game and play identify the key

developments in digital game design through discussion of action in games of the 1970s fiction and adventure in games of the 1980s three
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dimensionality in games of the 1990s and social aspects of gameplay in contemporary online games understand games as dynamic systems

of meaning making interpret the context of games as culture and subculture analyse the relationship between technology and interactivity

and between game and reality situate games within the context of digital culture and the information society with further reading

suggestions images exercises online resources and a whole chapter devoted to preparing students to do their own game studies project an

introduction to game studies is the complete toolkit for all students pursuing the study of games the companion website at sagepub co uk

mayra contains slides and assignments that are suitable for self study as well as for classroom use students will also benefit from online

resources at gamestudiesbook net which will be regularly blogged and updated by the author professor frans mäyrä is a professor of games

studies and digital culture at the hypermedia laboratory in the university of tampere finland

this is the first volume to apply insights from the material turn in philosophy to the study of play and games at a time of renewed interest

in analogue gaming as scholars are looking beyond the digital and virtual for the first time since the inception of game studies in the 1990s

material game studies not only supports the importance of the re turn to the analogue but proposes a materiality of play more broadly

recognizing the entanglement of physical materiality with cultural meaning the authors in this volume apply a range of theoretical

approaches from material eco criticism to animal studies to examine games and play as existing within worlds of matter different chapters

focus on the material properties of board card and role playing games how they are designed and made how they are touched and played

with and how they connect with other human and nonhuman things bringing together international scholars material game studies defines a

new field of material game studies and demonstrates how it is a valuable addition to wider debates about the material turn and the place of

embodied humans in a material world

games are increasingly becoming the focus for research due to their cultural and economic impact on modern society however there are

many different types of approaches and methods than can be applied to understanding games or those that play games this book provides

an introduction to various game research methods that are useful to students in all levels of higher education covering both quantitative

qualitative and mixed methods in addition approaches using game development for research is described each method is described in its

own chapter by a researcher with practical experience of applying the method to topic of games through this the book provides an

overview of research methods that enable us to better our understanding on games provided by publisher

in recent years there has been growing interest in the use of games to enhance learning across multiple educational levels and extensive

research has shown that games have considerable potential for enhancing learning motivation and skills development however despite a

growing acknowledgement of this potential challenges remain and the use of games in formal education contexts remains far from

mainstream while some studies identify design and development issues as a key barrier including associated costs others highlight

organisational and infrastructural difficulties involved in implementing games in the classroom more recently increasing recognition of

these difficulties has led many to explore how gaming elements rather than fully fledged games can be used to engage and enhance student

learning a practice now widely referred to as gamification this edited collection of chapters explores the application potential  and

challenges of game based learning and gamification across multiple disciplines and sectors including psychology education business history
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languages and the creative arts with contributions exploring the use of games across the full educational spectrum from early childhood

education through to the corporate sector it provides comprehensive insights into the potential of games and play for facilitating learning

and engagement at every life stage

have you ever wanted to know which games to use in your classroom library or afterschool program or even at home which games can

help teach preschoolers k 12 college students or adults what can you use for science literature or critical thinking skills this book explores

100 different games and how educators have used the games to teach what worked and didn t work and their tips and techniques the list of

100 goes from a to z safari to zoombinis and includes popular games like fortnite call of duty modern warfare and minecraft as well as pc

mobile vr ar card and board games

this volume is the first reader on video games and learning of its kind covering game design game culture and games as twenty first

century pedagogy it demonstrates the depth and breadth of scholarship on games and learning to date the chapters represent some of the

most influential thinkers designers and writers in the emerging field of games and learning including james paul gee soren johnson eric

klopfer colleen macklin thomas malaby bonnie nardi david sirlin and others together their work functions both as an excellent introduction

to the field of games and learning and as a powerful argument for the use of games in formal and informal learning environments in a

digital age

at a time when digital games are becoming much more commonly used in classrooms this book provides a much needed guide to different

forms and applications of digital game based learning the book brings together researchers and practitioners from around the world who

share their theories strategies findings of case studies and practical approaches to support better performance and learning outcomes when

learning with digital games this book is intended to provide readers with three main parts of information one is a clear and practical

understanding of theory and research based principles of game based learning this first section of the book includes fresh perspectives and

an overview of existing and emerging theories in game based learning which are also presented in the form of case study findings and

implications the second section of this book gives readers the how to information needed to turn the understanding of intellectual

grounding into effective practices of digital games for classroom use the third part of this book also includes some practical approaches for

evaluating different aspects of learning within the game based learning context this information about practical approaches is presented

through chapters on achievements and performance outcomes game based learning theory strategies and performance outcomes synthesizes

arguments practices and research findings on the effectiveness of different designs and approaches within game based learning practices

but a major message of this book is that the joint influence of implementation context and learner characteristics interacting with digital

games is what determines learning and achievement outcomes this book is intended for researchers practitioners designers policy makers

and current and future teachers the teacher educator will benefit from topics such as practical strategies to improve student performance

while researchers can use the findings from the case studies presented in this book as a foundation for future explorations and research

studies

this book addressing an emerging field of study ethics and gamesand answers how we can better design and use games to foster ethical
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thinking and discourse in classrooms provided by publisher

on the surface it seems like teaching about games should be easy after all students are highly motivated enjoy engaging with course content

and have extensive personal experience with videogames however games education can be surprisingly complex

what is a videogame what makes a videogame good if a game is supposed to be fun can it be fun without a good story if another is

supposed to be an accurate simulation does it still need to be entertaining with the ever expanding explosion of new videogames and new

developments in the gaming world questions about videogame criticism are becoming more complex the differing definitions that players

and critics use to decide what a game is and what makes a game successful often lead to different ideas of how games succeed or fail this

collection of new essays puts on display the variety and ambiguity of videogames each essay is a work of game criticism that takes a

different approach to defining the game and analyzing it through analysis and critical methods these essays discuss whether a game is

defined by its rules its narrative its technology or by the activity of playing it and the tensions between these definitions with essays on

overwatch dark souls 3 far cry 4 farmville and more this collection attempts to show the complex changes challenges and advances to

game criticism in the era of videogames
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